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with prisoners from La Vendee, including alike peasants who
had fought under Cathelineau and La Rochejaequelem, small
gentry who were suspected of favouring them, and above
all priests, who had not taken the oath, and who had been
collected Irom all the neighbouring districts to be deported
to Guiana Carrier's first effort was to clear the prisons
of these prisoners, and this he did in three ways. However
hard the revolutionary commission worked, the guillotine could
not decapitate enough persons to make any appreciable
difference in the number of the piisoners, and Carrier there-
fore had resort to " fusillades" and "noyades." The first
of these means was resorted to entirely for the punishment of
men who had really borne arms, or who were suspected of
having borne arms, in the Vendean war. They were taken
out of their separate prisons, and shot in batches on a plain
outside the walls of Nantes. As these unfortunate victims
were shot without any form of trial, or without even
a list being drawn up of their numbers, it is impossible to
assert how many perished in these "fusillades" The
estimates given vary from 418l to 8000,2 but the most trust-
worthy evidence is that taken on Carrier's trial, when the
majority of witnesses fixed the number at about 1800.
Peculiar to the Terror at Nantes and to Carrier were the
"noyades." The first of these " drownings" took place on
26 Brumaire (November 16), when ninety priests, who had
refused to take the oath to the civil constitution of the clergy,
were drowned. It has been asserted, and probably with truth,
that this first "noyade" was the result of an accident. The
overcrowding of the prisons had caused recourse to be had to
some of the numerous old hulks on the Loire as places of confine-
ment,3 and the first to sink or be sunk was one which happened
to contain, as has been stated, ninety priests who had not taken

1  See Proust, Archives de V Quest, vol. in.

2  This estimate is even exceeded by some royalist writers; it is the
one given by Beauchamp in his Histoire de la Chi&rre de la Vendee   Paris .
1820.

3  Les Noyades de Nantes, by Alfred LalM.    Nantes . 1879.